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IUGG 29th General Assembly, 16-22 July 2027 – Incheon, Republic of Korea

IACS is leading or participating in the symposia listed below at the 29th General Assembly. Registration, 
abstract and travel grant submissions will open in October.

Important dates:
• October 2026: Abstract and Travel Grant Submission Open, Early Registration Open

• February 2027: Abstract and Travel Grant Submission Close
• March 2027: Notification of Abstract Acceptance & Travel Grant
• April 2027: Early Registration Close, Regular Registration Open

• May 2027: IUGG 2027 Official Program Open
• July 2027: Regular Registration Close
• 16-22 July 2027: IUGG 2027 Incheon

IACS will lead 13 symposia, from glacier and ice-sheet observation and modelling, snow processes and snow 
hydrology, sea ice prediction, and permafrost, to cryosphere hazards, planetary ices, and the growing role of 

artificial intelligence in cryosphere science. A further 11 joint symposia, co-organized with IAHS, IAMAS, IAPSO, 
IAG, and IAVCEI, will explore the cryosphere's connections to the atmosphere, oceans, and solid Earth, 
covering topics such as ice-sheet–ocean interactions, Arctic and Antarctic climate change, ice cores, and 

volcano–ice interactions.

Nepal-Tibet floods: how to help

On 26 August 2026, a sudden flash flood originating in Nepal swept down the Bhote Koshi River into Nepal's 
Rasuwa district, killing at least 1300 people and displacing thousands of households. It's a sobering reminder 
that glacier- and cryosphere-linked hazards threaten communities in mountain regions worldwide, and that 
understanding and forecasting these risks remains one of the most urgent tasks facing our community. 
Readers wishing to support relief efforts can find more information via Direct Relief or CARE, and background 
coverage via The New York Times.

https://www.directrelief.org/emergency/nepal-floods-2026/
https://www.care.org/news-and-stories/nepal-flash-floods-2026-care-emergency-response/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/01/world/asia/nepal-floods-tibet-aid-relief-how-donate.html


Karthaus summer school 2026

On 18 May 2026, 36 students (mainly Ph.D.) and 10 
teachers arrived in Karthaus, Schnalstal, northern Italy, for 
the 23rd Karthaus summer school on Ice Sheets and 
Glaciers in the Climate System. The diverse group of 
students and teachers represented 33 institutes from 17 
different countries. For this edition of the school, there 
were 128 applications, and we inevitably had to disappoint 
a lot of students.

The students and teachers were housed in hotel rooms and 
apartments kindly organized and provided by the owner of 
Hotel Goldene Rose, Paul Grüner, and his staff. All meals 
and evening entertainment took place in the hotel. Paul 
Grüner has been our local contact person since the first 
summer school in Karthaus in 1997, and he and his family 
have welcomed us warmly in their hotel ever since. The 
lectures, exercise sessions, and project work took place in 
the Karthaus ‘Haus der Dorfgemeinschaft’, which also 
houses the fire department, and the day care center.

The students had lectures in various topics within glaciology 
and some more inter-disciplinary. Topics included 
continuum mechanics, kinematics, ice rheology, sliding and 
hydraulics, numerical modelling, polar meteorology, ice-
ocean interaction, ice cores, interaction of ice sheets with 
the solid earth, glacier fluctuations and climate change. 
During the first day all students and teachers presented 
their research interests in 3-minute pitches. This is always 
an important aspect of the start of the course, because 
students and teachers get to know each other quickly and a 
good overview of projects is obtained. In addition to 
lectures and exercises also computer projects, done in 
groups of three students, are part of the daily Karthaus 
program.

Photos from the Karthaus summer school 2026. 
Photo: Carleen H. Tijm-Reijmer.
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Furthermore, the workshop on Equality, Diversity and Inclusion in earth sciences is now a fixed part of the 

program. It was attended by both teachers and students and sparked a lot of discussion. Focused on what do 
we see as the largest challenges in our community, and how do we think we can tackle them and solve them 
over the immediate and long-term future.

On Monday 25 May, there was a well-deserved break from the theory and computer exercises, and an 
excursion took place to the Lazaun rock glacier close to Kurzras, located at the end of the Schnalstal valley (in 

Italian Val Cenales). We hiked up from Kurzras to the Lazaunhutte. Unfortunately, the preceding winter 
snowfall had not yet completely melted away, and we were not able to walk all the way to the Lazaun rock 
glacier. One of the teachers explained what could be seen in the landscape. After this lesson, lunch was taken 

in the Lazaunhutte. Most of the students and teachers then hiked down to Kurzras, or Vernagt from where 
they took the bus back to Karthaus, while a few walked all the way back to Karthaus.
On the last day, the outcomes of the student projects were presented by the students in 12 presentations. In 

the evening, students and teachers enjoyed a last diner together enhanced with music and speeches. On 
Friday 29 May everybody left for home after yet another successful Karthaus summer school.
Report by Carleen H. Tijm-Reijmer , Utrecht University



Group photo during the glacier excursion on Root Glacier. Photo from Regine Hock

Report from the International Summer School in Glaciology in McCarthy, Alaska, 2026

From June 6–16, 2026, twenty-eight graduate students from more than ten countries gathered in the 
small Alaskan village of McCarthy for the University of Alaska Fairbanks' 11-day International Summer 
School in Glaciology, now in its eighth edition. The course was set against the backdrop of heavily 
glacierized mountains, an ideal environment for training early-career PhD students to address the 
growing challenges of quantifying and modeling rapid changes in glaciers and ice sheets under global 
warming, and for fostering collaboration between students and established scientists. Seven 
instructors, five from the UAF glaciology group plus one from another U.S. institution and one from a 
Canadian university, stayed on site for the full program, giving students extensive opportunities for 
interaction both during and beyond formal teaching. Students attended lectures, exercises, and 
computer-based projects on Arctic glaciology, with special emphasis on the interactions between 
glaciers and ice sheets and the atmosphere and oceans, and presented their own research in an 
outdoor poster session, with posters displayed on the walls of the Wrangell Mountain Center and on 
improvised laundry lines. Excursions to nearby glaciers gave hands-on experience in a high-latitude 
glacier environment, a highlight for the eight students who, despite studying glaciers, had never set 
foot on one. Evening activities included a public lecture that drew more than fifty local residents, tour 
guides, and tourists, and on the final day students presented their project results, impressing 
participants and instructors with the amount and quality of work done in just a few days. The course 
received very positive evaluations: graduate students left with a stronger grounding in glaciology and 
an expanded international network. 
As in previous years, the summer school depended substantially on support from international 
organizations, with IACS among the professional bodies providing essential financial contributions.

Report by Regine Hock and Martin Truffer
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The full meeting report is available here: Third Meeting of the Advisory Group on the Global Cryosphere 
Watch (AG-GCW).

Report by Narelle van der Wel , WMO

Global Cryosphere Watch Sets Priorities for Observations 
and Data

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is the United 
Nations specialized agency for weather, climate and water. Its 
Global Cryosphere Watch (GCW) brings countries and scientific 

partners together to strengthen coordinated cryosphere 
observations, data exchange and services. At a June 2026 
meeting in Geneva, the GCW Advisory Group agreed priorities 

for 2027–2031. These focus on standardizing observations; 
improving access to and exchange of data; translating research 
into better forecasts, early warnings and climate services; and 

strengthening partnerships and technical capacity. Reliable 
cryosphere information is essential for countries to anticipate 
and respond to sea-level rise, changing water availability, 

cryosphere-related hazards, and impacts on infrastructure and 
transport. The meeting outcomes will shape the GCW 
Implementation Plan 2027–2031 and support wider 

international initiatives, including the Fifth International Polar 
Year and the Decade of Action for Cryospheric Sciences. The 
plan will be submitted for approval by WMO’s Commission for 

Observation, Infrastructure and Information Systems in 
November 2026.
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Group photo of the Global Cryosphere Watch

Photo from Narelle van der Wel 

Expert reviewers sought for the IPCC Working Group 1 First-Order-Draft

The First-Order-Draft (FOD) of the Seventh Assessment Report (AR7) of Working Group 1 (Physical Science) of 

the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is now open for expert review. Interested experts are invited 
to register by 25 September 2026 via https://apps.ipcc.ch/comments/ar7wg1/register.php?q=fod      

The review period ends on 2 October 2026.

The cryosphere is covered in many chapters of the report. To help reviewers to identify relevant sections, an 

unofficial guide listing all relevant chapter/section numbers is available to registered reviewers in the “Extra” 
section of the reviewer portal.

https://wmo.int/events/subsidiairy-body/third-meeting-of-advisory-group-global-cryosphere-watch-ag-gcw
https://wmo.int/events/subsidiairy-body/third-meeting-of-advisory-group-global-cryosphere-watch-ag-gcw
https://wmo.int/events/subsidiairy-body/third-meeting-of-advisory-group-global-cryosphere-watch-ag-gcw
https://wmo.int/events/subsidiairy-body/third-meeting-of-advisory-group-global-cryosphere-watch-ag-gcw
https://apps.ipcc.ch/comments/ar7wg1/register.php?q=fod


Summary – WGMS General Assembly 2026, Zurich, 
Switzerland

The first part of the 2026 General Assembly of the World Glacier 

Monitoring Service (WGMS) was organized in Zurich in June 2026, 
bringing together national correspondents from the European 
countries, as well as representatives of partner organizations, such 

as WMO and UNESCO. The aim was to review the status of glacier 
observations and to define priorities for the next phase of 
international glacier monitoring.

At the meeting, national correspondents presented updates on 
monitoring activities within their countries, by identifying gaps in 

observations, and discussing strategies for maintaining long-term 
measurement programmes. Further, attention was given to data 
submission and access, as well as standardization of glacier data 

and rescue of historical records. These efforts are essential for 
maintaining an efficient data repository and globally comparable 
datasets.

The assembly also addressed the role of WGMS within broader international climate -observation frameworks. 

As a key contributor to the Global Terrestrial Network for Glaciers (GTN-G) and the Global Climate Observing 
System (GCOS), WGMS provides critical information used by governments, researchers, and international 
organizations. The status of GTN-G was discussed in particular, to initiate the regular evaluation process.

After two days of meetings, the WGMS organized an excursion to Blatten to get a glimpse of natural hazards, 
alpine risks, and the changes in the Lötschental following the major rock and glacier avalanche event at the 

Kleines Nesthorn/Birchgletscher.

Overall, the 2026 WGMS General Assembly serves both as a scientific exchange and a strategic planning 

forum. Its principal goals are to strengthen international collaboration, improve monitoring standards, 
enhance glacier datasets, and prepare a roadmap for advancing glacier observation and cryosphere research 
over the coming decade. This meeting was timely, as it followed the International Year of Glaciers’ 

Preservation (2025) and happens during the early years of the United Nations Decade of Action for 
Cryospheric Research (2025–2034).

Report by Isabelle Gärtner-Roer (WGMS)

Group photo of the WGMS General 
Assembly 2026

Photo from WGMS
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GAPHAZ - Glacier and Permafrost Hazards in Mountains 

GAPHAZ is as Scientific Standing Group of the International Association of Cryospheric Sciences (IACS) and the 
International Permafrost Association (IPA). GAPHAZ has a new website, check it out for further 
information: https://gaphaz.org/

https://gaphaz.org/


Report from the International Seminar "Antarctica as a Sentinel of 

Climate Change"

On July 7–8, 2026, the Peruvian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Universidad Científica del Sur, with sponsorship from IACS, co-
organized the international seminar "Antarctica as a Sentinel of 
Global Climate Change" at the Ministry's facilities in Lima, Peru. The 

event brought together around 80 participants, including 
undergraduate and graduate students, early-career researchers, 
and senior scientists from public and private universities and 

research institutes across Peru, for two days of keynote lectures, 
free communications, and a poster session dedicated to young 
researchers.

IACS is one of eight associations of the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG). IACS organizes biennial 
scientific meetings and supports international Working Groups. IACS has six divisions: 1) Snow and Avalanches, 2) 
Glaciers; 3) Ice sheets, 4) Sea Ice, Lake and River Ice, 5) Cryosphere, Atmosphere and Climate, and 6) Planetary and other 
Ices of the Solar System. IACS offers free membership and sponsors workshops and events. The IACS newsletter is issued 
2-4 times a year. 

Keynote speakers from Brazil, Uruguay, and Peru addressed topics ranging from recent and near-future 

climate change in Antarctic glaciers to the impact of atmospheric rivers on the Antarctic Peninsula's 
cryosphere, while researchers from across Latin America and Europe presented preliminary results in free 
communication sessions. 

IACS support helped bring international keynote speakers to the event in person and funded a Best Research 
Poster award for early-career scientists, contributing to a seminar that strengthened collaboration among 

South American researchers and generated scientific evidence to support environmental policy under the 
Antarctic Treaty System.
Original report Cinthya Bello Chirinos 

Poster session

Photo from Cinthya Bello Chirinos
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IACS at ICIMOD’s second annual HKH CryoHub 

meeting

From 24–26 August 2026, ICIMOD convened the 

second annual meeting of the HKH CryoHub in 
Chengdu, China, bringing together country 
representatives from Bhutan, China, India, Nepal, and 

Pakistan alongside regional and international partners. 
IACS President Mathieu Morlighem presented an 
overview of IACS and opportunities for the HKH 

region.
Photo from Bingbing Feng (ICIMOD)

The meeting also featured a keynote from Dr. Ashim Sattar, recipient of the HKH CryoHub's inaugural Early 

Career Scientist Award. Discussions covered the HKH CryoHub's draft Statute, its Regional Cryosphere 
Strategy, and future research directions aligned with the UN Decade of Action for Cryospheric Sciences (2025–
2034).

https://cryosphericsciences.org/
https://cryosphericsciences.org/members/membership/
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