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The Working Group on the delineation of glaciers, ice sheets and ice sheet basins was 
established to develop broad community support for a suite of data products that can be used to 
distinguish between ice sheets and their peripheral glaciers, to avoid double counting or under 
counting mass loss.  

Activities that have taken place in the last year, 2024 Q3 through 2025 Q2 include, 

●​ Meetings for project participants to have high level discussion of the expected project 
scope and effort. 

●​ Community survey of existing products, including the reason each was selected and 
used, purpose, limitations, etc. (see 
https://github.com/IACS-cryo/Delineation-WG/issues?q=is%3Aissue%20state%3Aopen
%20label%3Ainfo%3Amask) 

●​ Completion of Deliverable 1: Review report available at 
https://iacs-cryo.github.io/Delineation-WG/deliverable1 that both summarizes the current 
state of the field and outlines next steps. 

●​ Formed task-specific sub-groups: 
○​ Steering Committee (12 members): to oversee progress and coordinate more 

focused discussions 
○​ Antarctica Sub-group (currently 6 members): to address the specific challenges 

associated with delineation in Antarctica. 
○​ Greenland Sub-group (in preparation): to guide the development of a 

community-endorsed reference mask based on existing datasets. 
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